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Sept 9th & 10th: UniMelb Information Day in Indonesia
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Community Update
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Future dates for the diary:
● Education Outside The Classroom Dates:

○ Grade 4: 24th and 25th August
○ Grade 5: 23rd-25th August
○ Secondary (Grade 6 upwards) 22nd -25th August

● Pot-Luck dinner, Friday 01st September, 1700 onwards.
● 26th September, half-day Professional Development day, school closed at 1200.
● Thursday 28th September, Holiday, Prophet Muhammah’s Birthday, school closed ALL

day, returning Friday 29th September.
● Year ahead Board presentation; date to be confirmed soon.
● Please see the calendar here
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Message from the Head of School

Indonesian Independence Day: A huge
thank you to all our Indonesian staff and
parent community members who organized
a truly memorable day on Wednesday 16th
August to celebrate the 78th Indonesian
Independence day. A wonderful example of
our community spirit and cohesiveness as a
diverse population. Thank you. Once again,
an amazing demonstration of our mission
in action.

School calendar: Please be reminded that
unauthorised absences should be avoided,
e.g. extending holidays or long weekends
etc. Sickness, however, is an authorized
absence and we encourage students to stay
at home if they are sick. Recall-students
absent for more than 20 days per year may
be retained in that grade level the

following year, as per the Student Parent
Handbook, clause 5.5.

Pot luck dinner: Following on from our
hugely successful Indonesian
Independence Day celebrations, another
mega important date for the calendar!
Don’t miss our PTA organized Pot-Luck
Dinner on Friday 01st September from
1700 onwards in the covered court. Please
come along to get to know our teachers
better and to share some food and a few
beverages. More details to follow soon.
Sorry, no children for safety and security
reasons!

Parents on campus: while we warmly
welcome parents on campus in the
morning and afternoon during drop-off and
pick-up please be mindful of the following.
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A. Drop-off: Teachers need to be in
class with their students at 0745.
Please do not engage teachers in
impromptu meetings that prevent
them from beginning their classes
at 0745. Please make an
appointment with them at a later
time and ensure that you leave
campus by 0745. If it is necessary to
talk with other parents, please do
feel free to drop over to Funbites
cafe to continue your chat.

B. Pick-up: Primary area-to avoid
distractions at the end of the school
day, please refrain from gathering
directly outside of your child's
classroom before 1445. The
children are sometimes easily
distracted and learning and
assessment engagements are still
very much ongoing around 1430
etc. If you need to wait, please do
so at the tables and chairs provided
next to the Primary football field
area, not in the immediate vicinity
of the classroom.

Solemen: If possible, please don’t forget to
pop in an extra bag of rice or bottle of
cooking oil in your weekend shopping
basket for our continued food drive. The
container is outside our main school office
and is for local needy families much, much
less fortunate than ourselves. This is a
wonderful opportunity to demonstrate one
of our core values, caring.

EOTC anxiety: As we near our wonderful
EOTC week, we are fully aware that some
students may exhibit stress or anxiety
regarding this trip. We would like to
remind you that we have our school
counsellor, Mr Coaton, on hand to discuss
hope to deal with any anxiety and stress. If
you sense your child/children are anxious,
then please encourage them to see Mr
Coaton.

Football field and other areas: we continue
to finish off the building and renovation
works around the campus. We hope to have
the main football field fully reinstated this
weekend. Also, the finishing touches to
other areas will continue, e.g. mirrors,
signage etc.

BIS University Fair 2023
Every year the guidance counseling
program organises the BIS University Fair
for G9-12. We are very excited to
accommodate around 30 institutions from
11 different countries in our new MPR on
Wednesday 27th September from 8:00 to
11:00 am. All students in G9-12 will
participate in the fair, and parents are also
welcome to join the entire event.

The programme will be divided up into two
main blocks; students and parents will get
the opportunity to browse different
University stalls in the first block, and in
the second, University representatives will
present various workshops in classrooms.
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EOTC 2023

Dear BIS!
The time has arrived! The Dragons are flying away next week for our yearly Education Outside
the Classroom (EOTC) experience. A moment to leave our comfort zone and expand our
learning beyond the walls of BIS.
One day prior to your child’s camp, please bring the backpack ready in the morning so that
both homeroom teachers and students can check that they are bringing everything they need.
They will have an extended homeroom class in the morning to do that.
As already communicated, drop off will be as normal on the day of the camp. On Friday 25th,
pick up time will be at 2:45.

Useful links below!
EOTC Parent Presentation:
EOTC PARENT PRESENTATION 2023
EOTC Camp Outlines:

● BIS EOTC CAMP G.10 2023-BOOKLET
● BIS EOTC CAMP G.9 2023-BOOKLET
● BIS EOTC CAMP G.8 2023-BOOKLET
● BIS EOTC CAMP G.7 2023-BOOKLET
● BIS EOTC CAMP G.6 2023-BOOKLET
● BIS EOTC CAMP G.5 2023-BOOKLET
● BIS EOTC CAMP G.4 2023-BOOKLET

Generic Packing List:
● BIS EOTC Generic Packing List

Frequently Asked Questions:
● EOTC Information – FAQ

Behaviour and Expectations (For Secondary Only. G4/5 are currently working on essential
agreements)

● Behaviour Standards Agreement 2023
Parent Permission Form:

● EOTC 2023 Parent Permission Form
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PTA

Sincere thanks to all who attended our PTA
AGM and Commencement Meeting on
Tuesday. It was wonderful to see such a
large and diverse group of parents in
attendance and excited to hear what we
have planned for the year ahead! If you
were unable to attend or would like to see
what was covered you can access a PDF
version of the meeting presentation here.
The AGM meeting minutes can be accessed
here and the August ‘Commencement’
meeting minutes can be found here.

During the AGM the new 23/24 PTA
Committee was elected, with Meneka
Subin taking over the role of Treasurer.
Welcome to Meneka and thank you to our
outgoing Treasurer, Steven Joustra for your
many years of service to the BIS PTA!

The 23/24 PTA Committee is:
Lucy Junghans - Chairperson
Fanny Gautier - Secretary
Meneka Subin - Treasurer

BIS Silicone Swimming Caps
Dive in with style! Our BIS swimming caps
are now available at just IDR 200,000 each.
Designed for comfort and quality, these
'seamless silicone' caps (65gm) feature the
iconic BIS dragons logo in either Blue with
gold print or Yellow with blue print. Grab
yours today and elevate your swim game!

To purchase please contact Liza Latif (BIS
parent) via whatsapp (messages only) at
0811-828-600 who helped organise the
caps production.

Parent Resources Folder
We have just set up a ‘Parent Resources
Folder’ where staff can upload any
presentations or documents that they
would like the parent community to access
openly. For example, PDF slides from
Curriculum workshops can be uploaded for
parents to access after the event (or if they
are unable to attend).

It has just been set up, so there isn’t much
there just yet but hopefully once
established it will be a helpful tool for
parents and staff! Tap here to view the
Parent Resources Folder
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Parents & Staff Potluck Dinner
Save the Date for the Potluck Dinner on Friday 1st September. More information to follow in
the Announcements this week.
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SAVE THESE DATES!

🍽️ Parents & Teachers Potluck Dinner: Friday 1st
September from 5pm at BIS in the Covered Courts (More
info to follow!)
📅 Next PTA Meeting: Tuesday 5th September from
8am in the Library meeting room.
PTA Meeting Minutes & Agendas Available Here

If you have any questions or queries please feel free to
contact Lucy (PTA Chairperson) on WA +61424264086.
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Secondary Newsletter
Baturiti Retreat - Reflections from our grade 11 students

Throughout this trip I am very grateful to have spent so much time together with my new/old
classmates and get to know each other through various activities, especially volleyball. I am
also grateful for the group activities that helped me socialise even more with people I don't
know. The most memorable of this trip would definitely be the campfire since that was the
one place everyone was together and living the moment through singing, guitar, and cajon
playing. I am grateful for all the teachers who took the time to come with us and make this
trip memorable. I look forward to more trips like this.

I enjoyed the bus ride to the camp site as it was fun getting to know some people in the class
a bit better. The cooking was chaotic but fun. I loved sitting around the bonfire with everyone
and just watching the flames. I also really liked when everyone was singing songs.

My favourite experience on the trip had to be the sports activities, I loved playing football,
volleyball and frisbee with my classmates and teachers. The best game by far was the teacher
vs student volleyball game. Another activity I really enjoyed was the first exercise that we did
where there were questions on the floor and you rotated around the group getting to know
everyone. I was able to have such meaningful conversations with my classmates and it helped
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a lot with getting to know the new students and teachers. I really appreciated the opportunity
to get to know everyone better!

I really enjoyed the night campfire sing along. With the instruments, I thought it was a great
way for the class to bond and have fun on our last night!

One of the things I appreciated the most during the Baturiti trip was the card activity where
we asked/answered questions. I particularly enjoyed asking questions because I got to talk to
old and new students who I wouldn't usually talk to and I learnt a lot about them. I liked
asking follow up questions because this helped me develop my listening and communication
skills while also creating engaging conversations.

I really appreciated the activities we had to do; I felt as though that even when the questions
during the first activity were sometimes really personal, we were able to learn so much more
about everyone else in the year group. I even wished at some point we were given more time
to talk about some of these things because I really got to understand some people.

During this little trip, I appreciated how much I was able to get to know the new students, as
well as people I've been in class with for many years. I appreciate how much we worked
together and made a very delicious dinner. I really enjoyed sitting by the campfire with
everyone and just talked and listened to everyone's stories.

I was initially somewhat surprised when I found out that the trip would be so early in the
year. However, it was beneficial for me, as a new student, to get to know everyone a bit better.
Especially the first activity where we asked each other the questions on the laminated sheets,
allowed us to learn a bit more about each other. Other than that, the trip helped us to know
more about CAS and exemplified such an activity, like cooking dinner.

I enjoyed cooking and preparing dinner with both of the homerooms. Within my homeroom,
we all worked collaboratively to cook each other a delicious dinner. I appreciated how every
classmate put in equal effort when doing the cooking. I also appreciated how even though we
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agreed at the beginning of the trip that each homeroom would eat their own food, we could
share and enjoy the food together.

I enjoyed having a lot of time to spend with our current or even new friends and found a
great way to bond through this retreat as we were constantly with each other. Through the
many activities we did such as football, volleyball, cooking our own meals and discussing as a
group about the different CAS outcomes and steps I believe that I found an even greater
connection to some of my friends.

I enjoyed how we had a chance and environment to push ourselves to get to know each other
outside of the classroom and school (because some of us don't have classes together). I also
liked how we had the area all to ourselves and had a lot of time other than assigned
activities, letting us have time to break the tension and be ourselves and get to know each
other as an individual.

The Baturiti trip was definitely a fun experience for us as a class considering the amount of
new students we have. We were able to bond and get closer with everyone in our class
through different activities such as the question activity and cooking a meal together. I
enjoyed cooking with my homeroom and enjoying our food all together. I also enjoyed
singing around the bonfire and the beautiful views there.

What I enjoyed most about the Baturiti retreat was spending the little time we got with our
classmates. Specifically preparing the food and of course eating it.

I really enjoyed getting to know everyone individually outside of school. The best part to me
personally was the cooking since it was something creative we were able to develop on our
own:)

My favourite part of the trip was when everyone gathered around the campfire and sang a few
songs. It was a very cosy moment that our class would have not otherwise experienced if not
for this camp. I appreciated all the effort that was put into preparing and cooking the meals -
it was most definitely not easy cooking for 16 especially when we didn't have the most ideal
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equipment/resources. Along with this, I appreciated the space and view we had - we had it all
to ourselves which was really nice.

The Baturiti retreat was a very fun and enjoyable experience, I believe it brought classmates
closer together and was a different way to introduce students to the IB DP program. The way
in which we had to bring and cook our own food allowed students to experience the type of
responsibility that will be expected through the next two years.

Over the course of the Baturiti camping trip I enjoyed a multitude of things. I enjoyed getting
to know my classmates better, in both organic scenarios and activity based tasks. Cooking and
playing team sports with my peers also allowed me to fully understand how they function
within a group and individually, and therefore allowed me to build concrete relationships
with most of them.
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Primary Newsletter
1st Primary Students Assembly this morning
We are excited to share that this morning we gathered for our first primary assembly of the
school year. The assembly was filled with joy and enthusiasm as we came together to
celebrate birthdays, an essential part of our close-knit community. In addition, we proudly
launched the 'Reader of the Fortnight' initiative, encouraging a love for reading and fostering
literary exploration among our students as they earn stars on Reading A - Z. The assembly
also showcased the unity and camaraderie within our house groups, as we chanted together
with spirit and unity. A key highlight as we get in to our routines was a thought-provoking
book reading session, focusing on the importance of being principled by taking responsibility
for our actions and always doing our best. You may wish to reread The Magical Yet with your
child at home and consider what does it look like, sound like and feel like to be principled at
home. We are thrilled to see our students actively engaging in these enriching experiences,
fostering character development and a sense of belonging. Thank you for your continued
support in creating a nurturing educational environment for our students.

Some Primary Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) are Cancelled Next Week
Some primary teachers will be away next week due to Grade 5 & Grade 4 EOTC (Education
Ouside The Classroom) Camps from Wednesday, August 23rd until Friday, August 25th. Please
pick up your child early at 2.45pm next week if your child has below CCA:

WEDNESDAY, AUG 23rd
1. Wordplay Wizards - cancelled
2. BSSA Football - cancelled
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THURSDAY, AUG 24th
1. Book Club - cancelled
2. Running Dragons - cancelled
3. Building Maker - cancelled

FRIDAY, AUG 25th
1. Hand Creativity - cancelled
2. Singing Club - cancelled

Our First Parent Session of SY 23/24

Thank you to all of the parents that were able to attend our first PYP workshop of the year
focusing on an introduction to the PYP. As promised, here are the slides for your own viewing.
You can view them by clicking here.

Parents started off by creating a headline to summarise their own schooling experience which
can be seen below. This supported parents in understanding the importance of making a
connection with what they know and identifying any misconceptions that they may have
about education systems based on their own experiences.

After this, parents used a visible thinking routine called KWL to identify their prior knowledge
and what they wanted to learn more about.
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Parents then worked in small groups to think - pair - share about
the attributes they wanted their children to graduate with which led
us into the IB Learner Profile.

It was such a joy to do this workshop and I was so thankful to support you all in having the
time and opportunity to think, connect and learn with each other. You will see more examples
of the parents' amazing thinking at our Primary Gate bulletin board!
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I would love the primary parent community to let me know what other kinds of workshops
you would be interested in throughout the school year.

*********Please take a few minutes to fill out this form and share your ideas.*************

Warm regards,
Nadia Demolder
PYP Coordinator and Wellbeing Coach

Wellbeing Coach Corner
For the first few weeks of school I have been getting to know our new students and
reconnecting with returning students. Our first few lessons have focused on building our self
awareness as we reflect on our emotions. As a parent, you can support your child with
understanding their emotions and identifying situations that cause emotions.

💙Have discussions about emotions and how it is ok to have and recognise the different
emotions that we have
💚Use books to discuss emotions that you observe and how characters handle them
💛Find time during the day to talk with your child about the emotions that they felt and why
💜Share how you are feeling and why

Here are a few books that are available either online or in our library that you can use to
support your child’s self awareness.

Nadia Demolder
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Grade 5 Winner of the Door Decoration

The fifth-grade team wants to congratulate and celebrate all the fantastic door decorations.
Our 5A & 5B collaboration theme became "What We Love about Indonesia." We appreciate the
recognition and feel thankful while celebrating all the other great designs.

-All the Best from the Fifth Grade Team
( ⊙‿⊙)
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Learning without walls

‘Read me a book,
Tell me a story,
Young or old,

Literature is good!’

Grade-3 /4 were engrossed in a read aloud session by choosing to be close to nature. We read
an inspiring story ‘Enemy Pie’ to understand the elements of friendship, courage, owning up
to the mistakes, having an open-minded approach and becoming a problem solver by keeping
the spark of kindness alive. Our learners were full of ideas to explain their opinions and
perspectives. The story even helped them to think and reflect on how they would implement
growth-mindsets to certain situations and become a changemaker through taking meaningful
actions.
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Counselor Corner

Later this month many Bali Island School students will be attending camp. For some
students, and their parents, this can be an anxiety provoking process.

There might be worries about separation, homesickness, forming friendships, or that the
activities will be too scary/dangerous.

Rest assured that these worries and thoughts are completely human and normal.

Research has shown that there is much children can gain from attending camps, for example:
- Trying something new and exciting
- Making friendships
- Discovering new strengths
- Taking controlled risks and growing in confidence
- Building resilience
- Developing an appreciation of nature

If your child is worried about camp, please speak with them about it. You could:
- Ask them about what their worries and fears are. Then validate their emotions ‘that

sounds scary, you are worried about that’ and then challenge any misconceptions ‘and
Ibu/Pak will be there to keep you safe and look after you’.

- Look through the camp activities with your child. Knowing what will happen on camp
will make it less scary for them.

- Come up with a cope ahead plan - ‘if you are not coping speak with ______, and they
will contact me’.

- Make the process of preparing for camp a fun experience. Go shopping together for
the equipment that you need.

- Speak to your child about what they could gain from the experience.

Remember that feelings of anxiety are clues that we are about to do something very brave,
and when we do something brave we grow.

For more tips, please follow this link:

If your child would like to speak me about their worries or concerns please do get in touch:
counselor@baliis.net

Warm regards
Ben Coaton
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ACT Test Date and Registration Deadline SY 23/24

Login/Create MyACT account to register
More info about ACT

SAT Test Date and Registration Deadline SY 23/24

More info /create an account to register SAT
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The Digital PSAT/NMSQT Registration is Still Open
Dear G10 and G11 Students.
I would like to remind G10 and 11 who would like to take the PSAT exam in October that the
registration is still open. Please register by contacting counselor secretary Ibu Thari
counselorsecretary@baliis.net
PSAT/NMSQT (The Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is a
standardized test administered by the College Board and cosponsored by the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation in the United States. The PSAT/NMSQT is Now Digital. The Digital
PSAT is a practice version of the Digital SAT exam used in university admissions in North
America. Scores are for your own use only and are not sent to universities.
Get Familiar with the Digital PSAT/NMSQT

Sunday, 27 Aug: Ritsumeikan University, Japan Online Session
We have seen more interest and intrigue than ever in studying in Japan - did you know that
many Japanese universities offer undergraduate programs instructed in English? Did you
know the average annual tuition fee for Japanese universities is less than 15,000 USD?
Register today and get a head start on your college admissions planning! Come attend our
webinar and find out;

● Why 36,000+ students and 419,000+ alumni chose Ritsumeikan - a leading private
university in western Japan

● What you can learn at Ritsumeikan - English-medium Programs
● Admissions Overview for 2024 enrollment
● Inquire directly to an admissions officer during Q&A time

REGISTER HERE
We are looking forward to e-meeting you. If you have any questions, feel free to ask us at:
hello@st.ritsumei.ac.jp
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/9216910298025/WN_Y7EcQjM6Rem60AXqbVHmeQ?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=270711254&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8tO-CGR3lXgiW5wSf9oVTF2npjJl6A7FqDwAW4KzqRwEZllCeH-bRfomvb2TX6VIu0p52bztCDYcll-fqwvYcDyKJAJ7aqtZ4ryTQaZ4Bgat3hy1o&utm_content=269283702&utm_source=hs_email#/registration
mailto:hello@st.ritsumei.ac.jp


Date: 9 September 2023
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Sept 9th & 10th: UniMelb Information Day in Indonesia
We are pleased to inform you that we will be holding the University of Melbourne Information
Days in Jakarta and Yogyakarta.

Venue: The Westin Jakarta Hotel
Time: 1.00 – 5.00 pm
Registration link: go.unimelb.edu.au/ji2s

Date: 10 September 2023
Venue: Royal Ambarrukmo Yogyakarta Hotel
Time: 1.00 – 5.00 pm
Registration link: go.unimelb.edu.au/ri2s

These events will be a great opportunity for your students to meet with our academics and
faculty staff from the Number 1 University in Australia, and to join some specific
presentations by our academic experts.
 
Students will need to register online through our platform, the links for the registration are
provided above. Please find below University of Melbourne Information Day’s soft copy flyer.
We appreciate your support in distributing this event information to your students and their
parents.
 
For further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at this email or phone number
at +62 811 101 2792 (WhatsApp available).
 
Thank you and we look forward to welcoming your students to our event!
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https://study.unimelb.edu.au/student-life/events/unimelb-information-day-in-jakarta
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/student-life/events/unimelb-information-day-in-yogyakarta


Counselor Workshop Series

Hello everyone, I hope you
have had a good week. I will
be presenting parent
workshops on the first
Thursday of every month on
various topics ranging from
college admissions to conflict
resolution.

Please see the brochure
below. Registration details to
come.
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Community Update
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Contact
For previous issues of the newsletter click here.

Bali Island School
Jalan Danau Buyan IV No. 15
Sanur, Denpasar, Bali – 80228
Indonesia

+62 361 288770
info@baliis.net
+62 81236698461

Follow BIS
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https://enews.baliis.net/
https://www.facebook.com/baliislandschool
https://www.instagram.com/baliislandschool
https://twitter.com/baliislandsch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYkygxl7ZFZ_XKQgTgXMoFw

