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Future dates for the diary:
● 26th September, half-day Professional Development day, school closed at 1200.
● Thursday 28th September, Holiday, Prophet Muhammah’s Birthday, school closed ALL

day, returning Friday 29th September.
● Year ahead Board presentation; Wednesday 04th October.
● Please see the calendar here
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Message from the Head of School
3-way conferences: everyone should be receiving notifications about our upcoming
parent-student-teacher conferences in October. A few points to remember;

1. Students must attend these conferences, so that meaningful and constructive dialogue
and goal setting can take place

2. In secondary, the afternoon session is VIRTUAL/ONLINE, not face-to-face

Batiks on Thursdays: Please note that Balinese law (Pergub_Nomor_79_TAHUN_2018) requires
the wearing of traditional Balinese clothes on Thursdays. At BIS, this means that we can
acknowledge this by wearing Batiks. Please ensure that we respect local laws by sending our
students to school every Thursday wearing their beautiful Batiks.

Absences: recall that we have a holiday on Thursday 28th September, but return to school on
Friday 29th. Please do not take this as an opportunity to have an extended weekend as
assessments are ongoing as we move towards the conferences in October.

BSSA: In line with our core value of being “Balanced” our teams have been very busy recently
participating in football tournaments. Our Dragons performed admirably in all age groups,
and in particular, emerged victorious in the girls 13-15 years old category! Well done, what
an achievement. At Bali, our focus is on a holistic approach, not purely academic. Hence, we
strive to lead balanced lives. Please congratulate them when you see them!

Fire evacuation drill: Every year, we conduct 4 evacuation drills. 2 are announced drills, 2 are
unannounced drills. Next week, we shall be conducting an announced fire evacuation drill on
Friday 29th September at 0905. If you are still on campus, please make your way to the
COVERED COURT AREA and stand by the “VISITORS” cone until instructed that the area is safe
and secured.

Year ahead: The school Board and I would like to invite all parents and community members
to a short 30-40 minute “Year Ahead” presentation. This will outline some of the plans,
initiatives and projects we are working on this school year. This will take place in the MPR on
Wednesday October 04th from 1400-1445.

Car parking: it is wonderful that we now have 3 car parks to alleviate past parking problems.
However, may I ask that when using the car parks, that cars fully enter the car parks and go
and park to drop off, instead of stopping just inside the entrance and dropping off. Thank you
for keeping the parking situation running smoothly.
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School Uniform:

In collaboration with STUCO, (Student Council), our students and parent volunteers, we are
looking to form a working group to redesign our school uniform. The initiative is entirely
student driven and any parents or students wishing to be part of this working group should
contact our STUCO reps at npecquery25@baliis.net or bisstuco@baliis.net.
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Primary Newsletter
Fifth-Grade Newsletter
By stressing the importance of kindness, open-mindedness, and valuing diversity in
elementary school, we are creating a more inclusive and compassionate school environment
and equipping our students with essential life skills. These values will be a foundation for
their future success and contribute to a more harmonious society. We sincerely appreciate
teachers, educators, and parents' support in reinforcing these messages at home and school,
as our collaborative efforts will profoundly impact our children's development. Together, we
can nurture the next generation of empathetic and open-minded individuals who embrace
diversity and improve the world.
In our fifth-grade classrooms, our unit has revolved around valuing diversity and
international-mindedness. Here are a few ways we can continue to support our young
learners.

Kindness: The Foundation of Positive Relationships
● Teaching empathy: In elementary school, children are at a stage where they can

develop a deeper understanding of others' feelings. Encourage them to put themselves
in someone else's shoes and consider how their actions might affect others.

● Acts of kindness: Promote simple acts, such as helping a classmate with homework,
sharing, or offering a friendly smile. These acts can create a positive and supportive
school atmosphere.

● Role modeling: Teachers, educators, and parents can lead by example, showing
kindness to their children and students, as well as to others. Discuss with your child or
students how acts of kindness have a ripple effect, making the world a better place.

Open-Mindedness: Embracing Differences
● Emphasizing empathy: Encourage students to listen actively when their peers express

different viewpoints or have diverse backgrounds. Explain that everyone's experiences
and perspectives are valid.

● Critical thinking: Teach children to think critically about their beliefs and opinions and
be open to new ideas and perspectives. Encourage questions and discussions at home
and in the classroom to foster open-mindedness.

● Cultural exploration: Encourage children to explore and learn about different cultures,
traditions, and worldviews. Visiting cultural events and museums, and trying diverse
cuisines can be exciting learning experiences.

Valuing Diversity: Celebrating Our Differences
● Inclusive school environment: Ensure the school environment reflects students’

diverse backgrounds and experiences. Incorporate books, lessons, and activities
celebrating diversity and inclusivity in the curriculum.

BIS Newsletter | 22 September 2023 | Page 6



● Role of parents: Discuss with your child the beauty and richness diversity brings to our
world. Share stories and experiences that illustrate the importance of valuing diversity.

● Encourage friendships: Encourage your child or students to make friends with peers
from different backgrounds. Promote playdates or activities that foster these
friendships outside of school.

Parental and Educator Support: Strengthening the Message at Home and School
● Family and school discussions: Engage in conversations with your child or students

about their experiences at school. Ask them about their interactions with classmates
and teachers, and gently guide them toward kind, open-minded, and inclusive
behaviors.

● Reading materials: Provide books and articles that promote kindness,
open-mindedness, and diversity. Reading together as a family and discussing these
topics in the classroom can spark meaningful discussions.

● Lead by example: As parents, educators, and teachers, be mindful of your own
interactions and behaviors. Children learn a lot from observing the adults around
them, and your actions and attitudes can profoundly impact them.

Full Resolution Version of 5B’s Posters

Extended Resources:
Random Acts of Kindness
Kindness Boomerang by LifeVestInside
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PYP Three Way Conferences

Three-way conferences involve the student, parents and teacher. Students discuss their
learning and understanding with their parents and teachers, who are responsible for
supporting the student through this process. Students are responsible for reflecting upon
work samples they have chosen to share, that have been previously selected with guidance
and support from the teacher and could be from the student’s portfolio. The student, parents
and the teacher collaborate to establish and identify the student’s strengths and areas for
improvement. This may lead to the setting of new goals, with all determining how they can
support the achievement of the goals. The teacher is an integral part of the process and takes
notes of the discussion. These notes may then be used in the written report. All of the
participants must understand the format and their roles prior to the conference.
Source. IB Making the PYP Happen - a curriculum framework for international primary education (2009)

BIS will hold three way conferences during the last week of this term. Conferences will be
held all day on Friday, October 6th - this will be a non-teaching day. Students should not
come to school on this day except for during their scheduled conference time. We will have
some times available on Wednesday, October 4th and Thursday, October 5th after school for
parents and students to sign up as well. Students are encouraged to use any extra time
following the conferences to complete assigned tasks and catch up and reflect on the goals
they are setting for this school year. Students are also encouraged to get away from their
devices and spend time reading, being outdoors or playing with friends and family.
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Next week, all parents have received an email with instructions to book their children’s
conference times using the online booking system, PTCFast. If you cannot find a suitable time
to meet with your child's teachers, please email the teacher directly to organise an alternate
time. You can find the email address of your child’s teachers below:

No Homeroom Class Teachers Email

1 Pre-School 3/4 A Siska Paramita sparamita@baliis.net

2 Pre-School 3/4 B Paramitha Dewi pdewi@baliis.net

3 Kindy Whitney Cabral wcabral@baliis.net

4 Grade 1 Alyshia Kitchen akitchen@baliis.net

5 Grade 2 Matt Knox mknox@baliis.net

6 Grade 3 Philip Harris pharris@baliis.net

7 Grade 3/4 Simran Sinha ssinha@baliis.net

8 Grade 4 Alice Guzowski aguzowski@baliis.net

9 Grade 5 A Charles Denson cdenson@baliis.net

10 Grade 5 B Joanna Hamilton-Dick jhamiltondick@baliis.net

No Specialist Teachers Email

1 Primary PE Teacher PS - G2
Visi Pandu vpandu@baliis.net

2
Primary Swimming
Teacher PS - G5

3 Primary PE Teacher G3 - G5 Haris Prasetyo hprasetio@baliis.net

4
Primary Music

PS - G4 Istiqomah Arina P. iproboningtyas@baliis.net
5 G5 Edward Andrew eandrews@baliis.net

6 Indonesian A Kindy - G5 I.A. Khrisna Wiweka kwiweka@baliis.net

7 PS Indo & K/1 Indo B PS - G1
I Putu Suarta psuarta@baliis.net

8 Indonesian Studies Kindy - G5

9 Indo B (2 - 5) G2 - G5 Kadek Ayu Martina kmartina@baliis.net

10 CIvics (PPKN) G1 - G5 Linda Muliawati lmuliawati@baliis.net

11 Math Enrichment Kindy - G5 Ayu Rukmiantari arukmiantari@baliis.net

12
Wellbeing Coach
PYP Coordinator

Kindy - G5 Nadia Demolder pypcoordinator@baliis.net

13
Primary Learning
Support

Kindy - G5 Michelle McGregor mmcgregor@baliis.net

14
Primary English as
Additional Language
(EAL)

Kindy - G5 Kania Ayunintyas kayunintyas@baliis.net

15 Librarian PS - G5 Elizabeth Johnson ejohnson@baliis.net
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We look forward to seeing you for this celebration of your child’s learning and the opportunity
to work together to support your child setting and achieving their goals.

Best wishes,
Primary Office
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Kelso Choices

Dear families,

Over the next few weeks, in my role as the Wellbeing Coach, I will be introducing Kelso’s
Choices to our primary students. Kelso’s Choices is a programme to support students solving
small problems. A big problem is when someone is hurt or it is dangerous, in this case
children need and should seek adult support. Conflict or disagreement is normal and often
happens when children get together. However, hurtful words, gestures, or physical attack are
unacceptable ways to deal with conflict and disagreement.

Our goal is to teach students several positive ways to deal with these difficult situations. To
do this, we are asking students who have minor problems to try at least two of the following
ideas:

By using this plan, we believe
that our students will develop
effective problem-solving skills
that they can use again and
again. It will help them to deal
with conflict in a positive
manner and to make
appropriate decisions. Knowing
what to do will help students
reduce the stress and number of
conflicts they have at school and
at home.

Kelso’s posters will be posted
around the school and in
classrooms too. We encourage
you to
become familiar with this
program and use it in your

home. By working together, we can support our primary students to have effective conflict
resolution strategies.

Have a wonderful weekend!
Ibu Nadia
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PTA
PCD Meetings
The first Parent Communication Delegate Meeting of the year was held this week, with Mr
Miller and Ibu Yunita in attendance to address submissions from the parent community.

The minutes from the meeting with responses to submissions can be found here.

All of our PTA Meeting & Event dates can also be found here.

BIS Silicone Swimming Caps

Dive in with style! Our BIS swimming caps are now available at just IDR 200,000 each.
Designed for comfort and quality, these 'seamless silicone' caps (65gm) feature the iconic BIS
dragons logo in either Blue with gold print or Yellow with blue print. Grab yours today and
elevate your swim game!
To purchase please contact Liza Latif (BIS parent) via whatsapp (messages only) at
0811-828-600 who helped organise the caps production.

Parent Resources Folder
We have just set up a ‘Parent Resources Folder’ where staff can upload any presentations or
documents that they would like the parent community to access openly. For example, PDF
slides from Curriculum workshops can be uploaded for parents to access after the event (or if
they are unable to attend).

It has just been set up, so there isn’t much there just yet but hopefully once established it will
be a helpful tool for parents and staff! Tap here to view the Parent Resources Folder
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SAVE THESE DATES!
📅 Next PTA Meeting: Tuesday 3rd October from 8am in
the Library meeting room.
PTA Meeting Minutes & Agendas Available Here

If you have any questions or queries please feel free to
contact Lucy (PTA Chairperson) on WA +61424264086.
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Counselor Corner
Dear Parents and Guardians,

We hope this newsletter finds you well. As we navigate the journey of parenthood, one of the
essential skills we must master is setting effective limits and boundaries for our primary-age
children. In today's newsletter, we will explore how to establish boundaries without resorting
to anger.

Why Setting Boundaries Matters
Boundaries are like road signs guiding children through the twists and turns of life. They
provide a sense of safety, structure, and teach children about respect and responsibility.
Effective boundaries help children understand what is expected of them and what behaviour
is appropriate.

Tips for Setting Boundaries Without Anger
Consistency is Key:
Children thrive on routine and predictability. Establish clear and consistent boundaries so
your child knows what to expect. When rules change frequently, confusion can lead to
frustration.
Open Communication:
Talk to your child about the rules and boundaries you've set. Explain the reasons behind
them, using age-appropriate language. Encourage questions and discussions, fostering a
sense of understanding and cooperation.
Be a Role Model:
Children learn by example. Demonstrate the behaviour you want to see in your child. Model
patience, respect, and self-control in your interactions with them and others.
Empathise and Validate:
When your child tests the boundaries (as they inevitably will), try to understand their
perspective. Validate their feelings and let them know you understand their frustration or
disappointment.
Set Realistic Expectations:
Age-appropriate expectations are crucial. Ensure that the boundaries you set are realistic for
your child's developmental stage. Avoid setting them up for failure by expecting too much too
soon.
Time-Out for Everyone:
Sometimes, both you and your child may need a break. If you feel anger or frustration
building, take a step back, and revisit the situation when you're both calmer and can
communicate more effectively.
Consequences, not Punishments:
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Instead of punitive measures, focus on natural consequences. These consequences help
children understand the direct impact of their actions without making them feel punished.
Seek Support When Needed:
If you find that you're struggling with setting boundaries or managing your emotions, don't
hesitate to seek support from a counselor, therapist, or parenting support group. There's no
shame in asking for help.

In the journey of parenting, it's important to remember that there is no perfect formula for
setting boundaries, and there may be moments when we get it wrong. During these times, be
kind to yourself, as mistakes are opportunities for growth, both for you and your child. What
truly matters is your commitment to creating a loving and supportive environment where you
and your child can learn and thrive together.
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BIS University Fair 2023
Dear G9-12 Students and Parents,
As every year, the guidance counseling program organises the BIS University Fair for G9-12.
We are very excited that the fair will happen on Wednesday 27th of September from 8:00 to
11:00 am. All students in G9-12 will participate in the fair and parents are also welcome to
join the entire fair.
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UC Irvine Sept Update: Virtual Sessions & Resources for Fall 2024 Admissions
Are you exploring colleges as a current high school student? Come get to know UCI! Whether
you’re ready to apply or just wanting to know more about life as a UCI Anteater, we invite you
to join us online and in person. Virtual Event Calendar

Cambridge Admission Test Registration is open
BIS open centre for University of Cambridge pre-registration assessments and University of
Oxford admissions tests, please contact Ibu Thari at the Counseling Office at:
counselorsecretary@baliis.net Registration deadline by 29 September 2023
More about Cambridge Assessment Admissions Testing

SAT Test Date and Registration Deadline SY 23/24

Student register directly through the College Board website More info /create an account to
register SAT

ACT Test Date and Registration Deadline SY 23/24

Student register directly through the ACT website

Login/Create MyACT account to register
More info about ACT
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University of York - Register for our MOOCs starting September 2023!
We’re excited to announce we have several new MOOCs available both by tutor facilitation
and as self-guided courses.
MOOCs are our Massive Open Online Courses and are designed by York academics to help
prospective students engage with university-level study, explore a new subject area or
prepare for higher education.
Our courses are free and open to everyone. You can choose to study a self guided course at
any point or, register and take advantage of the facilitation windows and active tutor
participation.
Register for our tutor facilitated MOOCs
We have two new MOOCs starting with tutor facilitation 18 September. ‘The Mathematics of
Cryptography’ led by our Department of Mathematics explores the developments used to
break and create some of the strongest codes ever known. With ‘The Language of Truth’, led
by the Department of Philosophy, you’ll learn more about philosophical concepts and how to
use logic to evaluate arguments.
Explore our MOOCs

Oxford University upcoming webinars
Student webinars:
These webinars are designed for students applying in October 2023 for entry in 2024. In the
new year we will be sending over the remainder of the calendar with details of the webinars
designed for all students.
To attend this webinar, your students will need to register by setting up an account on The
Ambassador Platform (TAP). They will need to sign in before the session is due to begin to
watch the webinar.
If your students are not able to attend these times, please ask them to still sign up so a
recording of the video can be sent. There is also the opportunity on this platform for students
to chat to our current international students about life at Oxford.

Thursday 28th September 2023
Our guide to preparing for the Oxford Admissions Tests
(for students applying in October 2023 for entry in 2024)
To book for the 10am (UK time) session, this can be done here
To book for the 5pm (UK time) session, this can be done here

Wednesday 18th October 2023
How to prepare for the Oxford Interview – top tips from Oxford’s very own academics (for
students applying in October 2023 for entry in 2024)
To book for the 10am (UK time) session, this can be done here
To book for the 5pm (UK time) session, this can be done here
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Wednesday 22nd November 2023
How to prepare for the Oxford Interview – top tips from current Oxford international students
(for students applying in October 2023 for entry in 2024)
To book for the 10am (UK time) session, this can be done here
To book for the 5pm (UK time) session, this can be done here

The remainder of the calendar for 2024 will be sent in due course. Please note the above
webinars can be subject to change.
In the meantime, please do remind your students that they can chat to our current
international students about life at Oxford here

Study in Canada Fair is Coming to Surabaya, Jakarta, and Medan in Oct!
Register NOW to attend the only Canadian education fair supported by the Embassy of
Canada in Indonesia, the Study in Canada Fair in Surabaya, Jakarta, and Medan!
Meet LIVE the direct representatives of more than 40 accredited Canadian education
institutions to find the right program for you.
Why Study in Canada?

Canada is ranked in the TOP 4 for Quality of Life, Racial Equality, and Education.

Canada is in the TOP 4 most popular overseas study destinations for post-secondary
education among international students worldwide and in the TOP 10 among Indonesian
students.

Canada is ranked FIRST to start a career due to a great variety of work opportunities
available for international students during and after study, including the world's largest Co-op
program and the Post Graduation Work Permit for up to 3 years.
Click here to register and check out the list of participating Canadian education institutions.
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BSSA

Dear BIS Community!

What a week it has been for our football teams!

Our Footballers have played really well during the past two weeks and were able to make the
semi finals for all teams in the 9-10’s and the girls teams in the 13-15 age group. In the 13-15
Division A, our girls managed to bring the trophy home!

In the senior tournament, the boys continued to perform well and demonstrated that they are
a very tough rival to beat. The girls displayed beautiful football. They enjoyed playing our
tiki-taka style and managed to reach the final against a rival that found itself with two lucky
early goals in a short 12 minute match.
Both boys and girls demonstrated that they are ready for the big tournament of the year!
IISSAC Football will be in Surabaya from the 27th to the 29th of October.

Let’s go Dragons!
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Community Update
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Contact
For previous issues of the newsletter click here.

Bali Island School
Jalan Danau Buyan IV No. 15
Sanur, Denpasar, Bali – 80228
Indonesia

+62 361 288770
info@baliis.net
+62 81236698461

Follow BIS
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