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Future dates for the diary:
● December break: school closes at 1200 on Friday 15th December and

reopens on Monday 08th January 2024.
● Please see the calendar here
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Message from the Head of School

MESSAGE FROM THE
HEAD OF SCHOOL
___

By Mike Miller

School calendar 2024-25: You may
find the calendar for next academic
year 2024-25 here in this link. We
hope that this will allow you to make
appropriate travel and other
logistical arrangements.

School closure-half day: Please
recall that NEXT Friday 15th
December is a half day. School will
close at 1200. Please don’t forget to
pick up your children. ‘Forgotten’
children may be used as Santa’s
helpers during the break………

Food Court tender; in the interests of
creating healthier competition, value
and diversity, I shall be offering and
opening the Food Court (currently
occupied and run by Funbites) to
tender. The current contract runs
until June 2024. Therefore, in
January 2024, I shall share exact
details of what the conditions of the
tender are to include, along with a

few other expectations and pieces of
useful information. The new contract
will thus commence in August 2024,
in alignment with the start of the
new academic year. All interested
parties are invited to submit a
tender.

(BSSA Volley)

Campus security and classroom
disruption: in accordance with what
our parent-student handbook already
states, 5.8, “outside deliveries of food
are not permitted, including
deliveries from home”. Therefore,
please be aware that as of January
08th, to uphold this direction, we
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will not permit any external food
deliveries to be delivered to school.
The only exception are the
registered food delivery providers
who are signed up to BIS. This will
help us maintain security at
lunchtime as our Satpams are
currently being distracted from their
duties with food delivery orders,
creating security risks. Additionally,
as previously stated, this includes
home deliveries. The reason being is
that we have had an upsurge in food

deliveries from home with parents
and drivers coming onto campus
before lunch. The presence on
campus at that time is distracting for
many classes and students.
Therefore, please do respect what
the handbook already states and
either-send your child with a packed
lunch, or, use the pre-approved food
suppliers. Thank you so much for
helping us maintain our security
level

(Preschool A&B Unit Celebration)
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Library Update
Happy to share our VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS BOOK LIST! Come check out some
of the books to ring in your holiday season!
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PTA
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Holiday Fair
This time last week the biggest PTA event of the year, the Holiday Fair was
underway.
What a mammoth event this was, full of festive spirit and hopefully featuring
something fun for all members of our community!

The Community Giving Tree was such a beautiful focal point of the event and we
are so proud to share these gifts with local underprivileged children via the
Ragam Foundation. Thank you BIS community for such generosity.
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The Silent Auction for Primary Class Artwork showcased 11 marvellous
masterpieces from our PYP classes, sparking a lively bidding competition among
parents and ultimately raising an impressive total of 6,981,000RP for the PTA
Philanthropy fund!
The PTA thanks our incredible PYP teaching staff and the student artists who
created these stunning artworks. We'd also like to thank and congratulate all
bidders for supporting such a worthwhile cause.
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The Great BIS Bake-Off was a great success with 15 delicious desserts wowing
the judges! Thank you to all of our participants and congratulations to the
winners.
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We have received so much wonderful feedback from our market stallholders and
hope that the market was profitable for all who participated. It is a wonderful
opportunity to introduce these exciting local businesses to our community for
what is hopefully an ongoing relationship.
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The Secondary Spirit Showdown was an exciting addition to this year’s Fair.
This was such a fun activity to plan and hopefully an even more enjoyable one
to participate in, with students keen to keep racing even while it was being
packed up. Our scoring fell by the wayside as colourful chaos ensued at the
finish line!
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Cookie decorating, bouncy castles. Face painting, icy pops and tasty snacks
rounded out the very busy afternoon, hopefully everyone was able to rest off the
sugar rush over the weekend!
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Thank you to all guests who turned out to support this event. We hope that you
had a wonderful afternoon.

As always, our wonderful Pak Wawan and the Facilities Team staff were
instrumental in bringing everything together and we cannot thank them enough
for their hard work for this and all of our PTA initiatives.

Special thanks go out to all of the parents, teachers and students who
volunteered their time to help us with this massive event - these events are
impossible without volunteers and we are so so grateful for your help and
support of the PTA to bring our BIS community together.
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Change of PTA Meeting Date

Please note the revised date for the December PTA meeting. The meeting had
been scheduled for the 6th but will now take place on the 12th.
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SAVE THESE DATES!
📅 Next PTA Meeting: Tuesday 12th
December from 8am, upstairs in the Library.
PTA Meeting Minutes & Agendas Available
Here
If you have any questions or queries please
feel free to contact Lucy (PTA Chairperson)
on WA +61424264086.
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Primary Newsletter
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Parent Information Session - Assessment in the PYP
Thank you to those of you that were able to join me in the MPR for our
interactive session on understanding Assessment in the PYP.

For those of you that couldn’t make it but would like to learn more about
assessment, please check out the slides from the presentation here.

Digital Citizenship
Thank you to several parents for raising their concerns about the use of
technology in the primary school. Within the primary school we strive to use
technology in a balanced way that enhances learning while also building skills
off line. I would like to share a few ways that you as parents can support us as
we work towards empowering our digital citizens to make the best choices in
their learning.

I would like to reshare the Common Sense Media website for parents. This is a
wonderful site packed full of resources to support families in making the best
choices in relation to technology. They provide review and ratings on movies,
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apps and games that can help you to make the best choices for your child
related to their age and interests.

Coming up to the break, many families have mentioned that balancing media
usage can be challenging. Here are some suggestions from the Common Sense
website.

This week in some of the upper primary classes we worked on the Rings of
Responsibility

The Rings of Responsibility encourage students to identify ways to be
responsible for the choices that they make both in person and online connected
to themselves, their community and the world.

Before we break up for the holidays, taking time to establish boundaries with
your families in relation to technology is a useful strategy. Please see the
activity below which provides supporting questions that families can use to
establish agreements in relation to use of technology.
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Common Sense Education also share some great tips to support families find
their Media Balance. These suggestions are suitable for all primary aged
children.
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Wishing you a balanced break spending time making memories.
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BSSA
Dear BIS Community!

After a full day on Thursday, excitement is building as our Volleyball Senior Team
gears up to showcase once again their unshakable effort and commitment at the
first-ever Bali Island Volleyball Invitational Competition (BIVIC) this weekend!

Why BIVIC?
At BIS, we understand the unique passion and dedication our volleyball players bring
to the game, and we believe it's time to showcase their exceptional skills beyond the
boundaries of BSSA. While other sports enjoy regular tournaments with IISSAC, we
recognized the need for a platform dedicated to volleyball enthusiasts.

Event Dates: Saturday, 9th - Sunday, 10th December
Where?: at BIS.
See the SCHEDULE

What is our vision?
With a bold vision to broaden our horizons, BIVIC debuts humbly this year with a
weekend tournament at our school. This year's event includes two traveling teams
from Java and Sumbawa, alongside representatives from other BSSA schools and a
local team.

Our ambition doesn't stop there! Our goal is to elevate BIVIC to new heights, aiming to
welcome five traveling teams from various islands in the coming years. This expansion
will foster a vibrant exchange of talent and cultivate a spirit of friendly competition
that defines the essence of BIVIC.

Let's unite in supporting our players and make BIVIC an annual spectacle of excellence
and camaraderie!

See you all this weekend!

Best regards
Javier Lamas
Athletic Director
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Counselor Corner

BIS Newsletter | 08 December 2023 | Page 24



Keeping Our Children Safe

Online: Parent Workshop
The presentation covered the essentials of online safety, focusing on prevention,
response, and defining online harm. Parents were briefed on proactive measures
such as communication, setting guidelines, and educating children about
responsible online behaviour.

In addressing online harm, key points included recognising signs of distress in
children, staying vigilant, and understanding the evolving nature of online risks.
The presentation also highlighted the importance of swift responses,
emphasising reporting mechanisms and available support resources.

Handling conversations about pornography was addressed delicately,
emphasising open communication, setting boundaries, and educating children
on appropriate online content. Parents were encouraged to foster a safe space
for dialogue, ensuring a balanced and informed approach to discussing sensitive
topics.

Please see a link to the presentation below:

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WdI6FEPvTzadZiuTKLX2FeFhOAI2qytL
d5QofbCiyt4/edit?usp=sharing
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Invitation to Attend the Grand Finale WebiFair of 2023 -

Worldwide WebiFair!

We are excited to extend an
invitation to you and the
students of Bali Island
School for the grand finale
of our virtual university fair
series in 2023 – Worldwide
WebiFair. This event will
bring together 12
institutions from five
countries, providing an
opportunity for students to
explore their higher
education options directly
with representatives from
these esteemed universities.

Event Details
Date: Saturday, 9 December 2023
Time: 5:30pm - 7:30pm IST/ 4:00pm - 6:00pm GST/ 7:00pm - 9:00pm ICT/
12:00pm - 2:00pm GMT/ 9:00am - 11:00am BRT

To make it convenient for you, you can check the corresponding time in your
timezone by clicking: this

We kindly request you to share this exciting opportunity with your student and
parent community by distributing the attached soft copy of the event poster.
Closer to the event date, we will send you an updated poster and key highlight
document to keep your community well-informed.
Event Registration and Details: https://worldwide.webifairs.com/register
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University of Oxford - Schools' Christmas Chemistry

Conference

Please do share this with any of your students who might be interested. Further
details below:
The Department of Chemistry is hosting its first Christmas Chemistry Conference
- A Quantum Christmas Robin, on the 12/12/2023 at 15:45 – 16:45 GMT.
Small migratory songbirds are extraordinary navigators: weighing less than 30
grams, they fly thousands of kilometres, alone and at night, ultimately with
centimetre precision. To do this they use the sun and the stars, their sense of
smell and physical landmarks but they can also perceive the direction of the
Earth’s magnetic field – an internal compass.
In this lecture Professor Peter Hore FRS will discuss the theory that the birds’
magnetic compass relies on a quantum mechanism in their eyes that is much
more sensitive than previously thought possible. This work could have major
implications for conservation, navigation and how we think about the robins and
other small songbirds we see in our gardens.
All KS5 (16-19yr old) students, teachers & parents are welcome to attend
online.
Please see here for more details/how to register.
Wishing you a relaxing Christmas break.
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Community Update
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Contact
For previous issues of the newsletter click here.

Bali Island School
Jalan Danau Buyan IV No. 15
Sanur, Denpasar, Bali – 80228
Indonesia

+62 361 288770
info@baliis.net
+62 81236698461

Follow BIS
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