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Future dates for the diary:
● Thursday 16th November, school closed for half day at 1200 for students.

From 1300-1630, Professional Development will take place for staff and
faculty.

● Friday 17th November, school closed for holiday
● December break: school closes at 1200 on Friday 15th December and

reopens on Monday 08th January 2024.
● Please see the calendar here
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Message from the Head of School

MESSAGE FROM THE
HEAD OF SCHOOL
___

By Mike Miller

Half day: recall, Thursday 16th
November 2023 is a half day, school
will close for students at 1200. In
the afternoon, staff and faculty will
be engaged in professional
development. Friday 17th November
is a holiday.

Movember: 13 brave dudes at BIS,
under the leadership of our DP
teacher, Mr Chris Thompson will
participate in Movember. Movember
raises funds for male victims of
mental health and suicide
prevention, prostate cancer and
testicular cancer.

What will we do? In line with
Movember tradition, we will grow
our moustaches during the month of
November, in a show of solidarity,
aiming to raise cancer and mental
health awareness.
Please, for the cost of a coffee, help
us beat cancer, help us support those

who suffer from mental illness etc by
donating. We’re counting on YOU!
Either scan the QR code or click on
this link to donate the cost of a
coffee, (or more!) You can either
donate to the whole team or, choose
an individual to donate to. Either
way, the money goes to the same
cause. Spread the word by sharing
please.

(13 brave dudes at BIS)
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Government elections: as perhaps
you may be aware, government
elections are to take place on
Wednesday 14th February 2024. In
this case, by law, the school must
close in order for voters to be given
enough time to vote. Please take this
as advice that the BIS will be closed
on Wednesday 14th February to
facilitate this.

(BIS Blood Drive)

Code of conduct: thank you all for
the kind assistance you offered in
helping us translate the visitor “Code
of conduct”. We hope to have this in
operation in the coming weeks.

(Art Sharing)

CIS survey: we now have the survey
ready for parents. You will receive an
official email with a link to the
survey in the email. However, should
you miss the email, you may access
the survey here. Please do complete
the survey, we are aiming for a 70%
return in order for our data to be
considered reliable and valid. Recall,
we will use this data to inform us of
our upcoming Pathway 2 journey,
which focuses on well-being. Thanks
in advance.

Recall-Community events: in
December, the PTA will be holding a
holiday fair. The goal of the event is
to celebrate community togetherness
and to celebrate the end of Semester
1. Please lend your support to the
school community by attending this
fantastic event on Friday 01st
December, from 1445 to
approximately 1730
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Blood Drive
We successfully completed our first blood drive last Tuesday. We want to thank
you to all the parents and faculty members who generously donated their time
and blood. We were able to gather more than 30 sign-ups, and as a result, we
collected 20 bags of blood. Woohoo!!🩸
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Join Us for a Special Training on Nurturing Global Citizens
We are thrilled to invite you to a unique and insightful training session on “Third
Culture Kids”(TCKs). This event is designed to support parents in understanding
the unique needs of their children as they navigate the complexities of living in
different cultures.

Mr. Hoffmann, a German national, has firsthand experience raising his own three
children in Thailand & China where he started counseling centers for expat
families. He consulted and coached many individuals and organizations in this
matter over the past 25 years. His expertise and personal journey make him a
valuable resource for anyone navigating the challenges and opportunities of
raising children in a foreign culture.

Date: Wednesday November 15th
Time: 19:00
Location: Coffee Therapy Sanur
Price: Donation based.

This event is open to all individuals and families who want to equip themselves
with the knowledge and tools needed to ensure their children thrive in a global
context. Whether you are an expat family, a global professional, or simply
someone interested in the rich tapestry of cross-cultural experiences, this
training is for you.

Please RSVP by Monday 13th to secure your spot as space is limited. To register,
simply please email or WA us with the number of attendees at the contact
details below

Warm regards,

Irmi
WA 082144456921
irmi@medialines.de
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Bali Island School Ambassadors
"There can be no greater gift than that of giving one's time and energy to help
others without expecting anything in return."
-Nelson Mandela.

Please help us in welcoming our *NEW* Bali Island School Ambassadors. A Bali
Island Ambassador is a leadership position for students who want to help
others, who strive to model the IB- Learner profile in their daily interactions and
are willing to go above and beyond in their daily school day. A BIS Student
Ambassador plays an essential role in welcoming new students, families, and
guests to Bali Island School. Student ambassadors are in a unique position to be
student advocates, to serve as a resource for students, faculty, and staff. The BIS
Student Ambassador helps to ensure that we have a healthy and positive school
culture.

The following students completed written applications and an interview process
to become amazing representatives for our school. These students will be the
pioneers who help to shape and develop this porgramme over the course of the
2023- 2024 school year. They will allow us to continue the tradition of putting
people first and keeping BIS a place where community matters.

Grade 3:
Hari Fotopoulos
Melodi Lecarme
Mikhail Sidarau
Sabrina Hafthorsdottir
Lova Ulfsdottir
Ryder Sinclair
Nuo Li Shen
Aletheia Pilikyan
Oscar Wheeler

Grade 4:
Shawn Lau
Anna Kuehl

Inara Subin
Emily Haraldsson
William Thomas

Grade 5:
Natasha Syrowatka
Kenny CaoFelix Gunther
Anthony Pribadi
JiHoon Choi

Grade 9:
Justine Blanche
Ahyun Choi
Ellery Lau

Eduardo Perera Guzowski

Grade 10:
Se Bin An
Oliver Joustra
Malena Von Rosenstiel

Grade 11:
Nour El Masri
Alexis Schwarz
Grade 12:
Josiah Wong
William Bergeron
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BIS Influenza Vaccine – Vaccine Shoot

We plan to schedule an optional influenza vaccine clinic here at BIS on
Thursday, November 16th, 2023, by BIC CLINIC. It takes up to 2 weeks to be
protected from influenza after receiving the vaccine so we want to give
everyone a chance to get the vaccine now and be protected before the holiday
break begins. It will be available to anyone in our community: staff, teachers,
parents, and students. Please click here to sign up ASAP as the clinic needs to
order enough vaccines by Friday, November 10th, 2023.

Details
■ Time: 11:00 am – 13:00 pm, next Thursday, November 16th
■ Location: BIS Covered Courts
■ Cost: 425.000 IDR

Requirements: Signed consent form (available in the front office). A parent or
guardian must be present for any primary students to receive the vaccine.
Secondary students can receive the vaccine with a consent form only. Please
bring cash payment to school that day.

The vaccine being given is the Vaxigrip Tetra, made by Sanofi pharmaceuticals
(France). It is a quadrivalent vaccine that contains 4 types of influenza Viruses:
Influenza type A (H3N2&H1N1) and Influenza Type B (Victoria and Yamagata).
This is not a live vaccine and therefore it is not possible to get the flu from the
flu vaccine. More information about vaccines and influenza is attached below.

INFLUENZA VACCINE INFORMATION
INFLUENZA INFORMATION

For any questions please feel free to contact Ibu Surya at +6281338702000 in
the school clinic.
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PTA
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BIS Silicone Swimming Caps
Dive in with style! Our BIS swimming caps are now available at just IDR 200,000
each. Designed for comfort and quality, these 'seamless silicone' caps (65gm)
feature the iconic BIS dragons logo in either Blue with gold print or Yellow with
blue print. Grab yours today and elevate your swim game!
To purchase please contact Liza Latif (BIS parent) via whatsapp (messages only)
at 0811-828-600 who helped organise the caps production.
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Holiday Fair
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Tap here to Register for the ‘Great BIS Bake-Off’!
Registration closes 17th November. Please tap this link to learn more!✨
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October PCD Meeting
The October PCD meeting was held on Wednesday and attended by HOS, DHOS
and IHOS.
Responses to submissions can be found here

BIS Business Directory

Do you have a business in Bali that the community should know about? We’d
love to create a directory of the businesses operated by parents & staff in our
BIS community so that we can help support one another and create networks!

Please complete this form to add your business info to our community directory.

Parent Resources Folder
We have just set up a ‘Parent Resources Folder’ where staff can upload any
presentations or documents that they would like the parent community to
access openly. For example, PDF slides from Curriculum workshops can be
uploaded for parents to access after the event (or if they are unable to attend).

It has just been set up, so there isn’t much there just yet but hopefully once
established it will be a helpful tool for parents and staff! Tap here to view the
Parent Resources Folder.
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SAVE THESE DATES!
📅 Next PTA Meeting: Tuesday 5th December
from 8am, upstairs in the Library.
PTA Meeting Minutes & Agendas Available
Here
✨ BIS Holiday Fair: Friday 1st December
from 2:45pm, in the Covered Courts.
PTA Meeting Minutes & Agendas Available
Here

If you have any questions or queries please feel free to contact Lucy (PTA
Chairperson) on WA +61424264086.
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Secondary Newsletter

BIS Newsletter | 10 November 2023 | Page 16



BIS Newsletter | 10 November 2023 | Page 17



BIS Newsletter | 10 November 2023 | Page 18



CAS : SHOE DRIVE
My name is Lana and I am hosting a
shoe drive that started on November 1st
and will continue running until the 13th
of December.

In this project I am collaborating with
Noemie and Mischa in our Art
Department who have been the greatest
support and helped with the project
running smoothly.

Our objective is to repurpose shoes from
our BIS community and donate them to
young skaters who cannot afford them
at the Salty_Wheel skate park, located in
Lakey Peak Sumbawa. Salty_Wheel
skatepark is a skatepark project that I
initiated during Covid. With this
skatepark I wanted to create a

foundation that will support the many talented, energetic kids and help them
learn, skate and gain experiences through having fun and to help them have a
brighter future.

One of our struggles however, is a lack of
resources. That is why I want to collaborate with
the BIS community, because it is a great
opportunity for all of us to recycle our old/unused
shoes, to bring the biggest smile to the kids in
Lakey Peak. We can do this together, one shoe at a
time for a better future.
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Cranes for Hope!
From October 16-20, Alexis, Lana and I (Keiko) from the class of 2025 hosted an
event called Cranes for Hope! Cranes for Hope is a donation project where
students, parents and teachers fold and hang paper cranes as symbols of their
donations towards childhood cancer. We chose to work with Yayasan Peduli
Kanker Anak Bali (Bali Care for Cancer Children), a non-profit organisation that
helps children with cancer around Bali get the facilities, medication and
education they need. The event ran for 5 days, and was run fully by student
volunteers from Grades 10-12. With the help of the Bali Island School
community, we are very proud to say that we were able to raise Rp.8,401,000 for
YPKAB, and were able to hang 1001 cranes! As paper cranes are a symbol of
hope, we hope that our project will provide a bit of extra hope to the children at
the foundation, and encourage others to help spread hope to people in need.
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Primary Newsletter
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Primary Spirit Week

Firstly, we'd like to express our heartfelt gratitude to all the students and
parents for their incredible participation and unwavering support during Spirit
Week. A massive thank you to the teachers, not only for taking part but also for
encouraging your students to engage in the fun. Additionally, a big thank you
goes out to the PTA parents who generously volunteered their time and efforts
to help facilitate this event.

Throughout Spirit Week, students had an amazing opportunity to express their
unique personalities and unleash their creativity through their imaginative
costumes. This event wasn't just about dressing up but also about fostering a
sense of togetherness within our community—uniting students, parents, and
teachers in the excitement of our school spirit.

Beyond creative costumes, Spirit Week encouraged students to take risks by
trying new activities they might not have attempted before. On Friday,
November 3rd, our primary StuCo members organised exciting games for
everyone to enjoy, including cobweb bean bag toss, spooky hula hoop, and
Halloween tattoos.
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The finale of Spirit Week was marked by a Primary Halloween Disco Party in the
covered courts for KG-G2 and a Halloween movie screening for G3-G5. As
popcorn was munched and drinks were sipped, fun was had by all!

We're already excited about the prospects of next year's Spirit Week. Please feel
free to drop any suggestions that can help us make it even better for the coming
year. Thank you for your incredible support!

Warm regards,
The Primary StuCo Team

Pyjama Day

BIS Newsletter | 10 November 2023 | Page 23



Opposites Day

Wacky Wednesday
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Superhero Day

Frightening Friday
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G3/4 Halloween Movie

G5 Halloween Movie
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LIBRARY
SHELFIES ARE BACK! What’s a shelfie?
It’s a selfie taken with a book from the
BIS library. The student must have read
this book recently and completed this
form (G4-12) or this form (K-3). Once
the form is complete, the librarian will
approve their SHELFIE, take a picture of
the student and post it on a board in
the library with their house group. All
students can participate and earn
points for their house! All Library
activities that involve house points will
be added by House Captains as part of
the end of term prize.

Weekly Library Displays:
This week students have been encouraged to learn about WWI, Armistice Day,
and the celebrations of Remembrance Day (UK & Australia) and Veteran’s Day
(US).
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Building a Strong Foundation: Creating an effective

kindergarten experience.
By: Ms. Whitney Cabral.

I am sure we can all agree that the early years of a child's education set the
stage for a lifetime of learning. Creating an effective kindergarten experience
involves nurturing a positive class environment, fostering a sense of community
among students, and building strong partnerships between parents and
teachers. This is how we have adapted these essential elements to contribute to
the holistic development of our young learners.

1. Class Environment:
A welcoming and stimulating classroom environment is the cornerstone of a
successful kindergarten. I like to call the environment “the third teacher”, this is
why we have purposely incorporated calm pastel colors, interactive learning
corners, and age-appropriate resources to create a space where children feel
safe, inspired, and ready to explore. In our class, students are encouraged to
express themselves creatively, ask questions, and engage in hands-on activities
that enhance their cognitive and social skills. Research shows that a
thoughtfully designed classroom becomes a second home, where curiosity is
sparked, and a love for learning is cultivated.
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2. Sense of Community:
Fostering a strong sense of community within the classroom is paramount to a
child's emotional and social development. Here in Kindy is where young
learners begin to understand the value of friendships, empathy, and cooperation.
Through collaborative activities, group discussions, and team projects, our
students learn the importance of working together and respecting one another's
ideas and perspectives. A sense of belonging enhances their self-esteem,
encouraging them to explore, take risks, and learn from both successes and
failures.
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3. Parents/Teacher Partnerships:
Effective communication and collaboration between parents and teachers form
the foundation of a child's educational journey. As parents, you all become your
child’s first teachers, and your involvement in the kindergarten experience is
invaluable. Additionally, it is also important to establish open lines of
communication between home and school. This is why it’s necessary to stay
updated by regularly checking our class newsletters, and online platforms, these
helps parents to stay informed about their child's progress, strengths, and areas
for growth. Additionally, involving yourself in school activities, volunteering
opportunities, and classroom events strengthens the sense of community and
creates a supportive network for both children and adults.

From experience, I can say that when parents and teachers work hand in hand,
children benefit from a seamless transition between home and school,
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reinforcing essential values, behaviors, and learning experiences. Together, we
can nurture your child's curiosity, resilience, and enthusiasm for learning, laying
a solid foundation for their future academic achievements and personal growth.

In conclusion, constructing an effective kindergarten experience goes beyond
academics; it encompasses creating a positive class environment, fostering a
sense of community, and building strong partnerships with parents. By focusing
on these vital aspects of kindy, we empower young learners to thrive
emotionally, socially, and intellectually, setting the stage for a lifetime of
educational success and fulfilling relationships.
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Community Update
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Contact
For previous issues of the newsletter click here.

Bali Island School
Jalan Danau Buyan IV No. 15
Sanur, Denpasar, Bali – 80228
Indonesia

+62 361 288770
info@baliis.net
+62 81236698461

Follow BIS
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