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Future dates for the diary:
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(Thursday 29th February and Friday 01st, staff on campus for professional
development)
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Message from the Head of School

MESSAGE FROM THE
HEAD OF SCHOOL
___

By Mike Miller

Recall-February 14th: This has now
been deemed an election day and
school will be closed on this day,
Wednesday February 14th, 2024.
This is an additional day off which
would not have been on the original
calendar.

(Dragon Wisdom : Alumni Unleashed)

Food providers: please note that
Asian Pantry, Tisna Kitchen and Fun
Bites have updated their menus.

Recall-food deliveries-campus
security and classroom disruption: I
am currently exploring solutions and
potential alternatives, however,

meanwhile, in accordance with what
our parent-student handbook
currently states, 5.8, “outside
deliveries of food are not permitted,
including deliveries from home”.
Therefore, please be aware that as of
January 08th, to uphold this
direction, until we can find an
alternative solution, we will not
permit any external food deliveries
to be delivered to school. The only
exception are the registered food
delivery providers who are signed up
to BIS. This will help us maintain
security at lunchtime as our Satpams
are currently being distracted from
their duties with food delivery
orders, creating security risks.
Additionally, as previously stated,
this includes home deliveries. The
reason being is that we have had an
upsurge in food deliveries from
home with parents and drivers
coming onto campus before lunch.
The presence on campus at that time
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is distracting for many classes and
students, and also increases security
risks. Therefore, please do respect
what the handbook already states
and either, send your child with a
packed lunch, or, use the
pre-approved food suppliers. Thank
you so much for helping us maintain
our security levels. As stated at the
beginning of this message though, I
am engaging in dialogue with
community members to look for
solutions and will report back if and
when we can make any changes.

Food Court tender; as previously
advised, I wish to open up our food
court to tender for the academic year
2024-25. Interested food providers
and businesses should firstly express
their interest by sending me a PDF
copy of their business registration
document/certificate and put “Food
Court Yard Tender” as the subject of
the email, and send it to
headofschool@baliis.net by Friday
19th January. Upon receipt of this
interest, I shall share the Google
application form which details all
the necessary information required
for candidates to submit a tender.

Closing date for submission of a
tender is Friday 09th February.

(grade 5 EOTC)

Scholarships for school year 24-25:
shortly, we will be accepting
applications for scholarships for the
next academic year. We have two
types of scholarship available for
next year, Academic and Leadership.
Secondary students (current Grade 6
upwards) are eligible to apply. We
are currently revising the application
criteria and application process and
will be in a position to be fully open
for applications shortly.
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Library Update
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ATTENTION! CALLING ALL BIS BIBLIOPHILES!
I read, you read, we all read on vacation! Take a selfie or have your picture taken while
reading in a unique location. Send your photo submissions to ejohnson@baliis.net or

mphinney@baliis.net and be featured in a special presentation during Book Week. Kudos to
all of you for your amazing reading habits! Keep up the good work!
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PTA
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Happy New Year!

Welcome back to term 3 and welcome to our new BIS families.

Please note that next week's PTA meeting will be held in the afternoon rather
than the morning.
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🛍️ Registrations are now open for the 2024 Young

Entrepreneurs Market

Friday 2nd February from 2:45pm in the MPR

This is an opportunity for our entrepreneurially minded students to create and
sell their own handmade products or services and operate games.

Tap here for more info and to register your student’s stall⬇️

Upcoming Events

● Book Week - 15 - 19th Jan 📚 Students are invited participate in a
character costume parade on Friday 19th where they dress up as a book
character.

● Young Entrepreneurs Market - 2nd Feb🛍️ Students can register to make
& sell their own handmade products.

● International Day - 8th March 🌏 All parents will be organised into
groups based on your home country and have the opportunity to feature a
stall at the event.
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SAVE THESE DATES!
📅 Next PTA Meeting: Tuesday 16th
January from 1:45pm, upstairs in the
Library.
PTA Meeting Minutes & Agendas
Available Here
If you have any questions or queries
please feel free to contact Lucy (PTA
Chairperson) on WA +61424264086.
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Secondary Newsletter
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Dragon Wisdom : Alumni Unleashed

On Thursday, the very first Dragon
Wisdom : Alumni Unleashed took
place at Bali Island School. Ten
esteemed alumni from the Class of
2021, 2022 and 2023 joined us to
share their unique experiences of
adapting to university life, cultural
shocks and living in a new
environment. Our alumni (Adrien,
Amieca, Anastasia, Anton, Cintya,
Jiyoun, Josephe, Manon, Uliana,
Yasemin) provided invaluable
guidance, offering a wealth of
knowledge to our current DP
students eager to embark on their
own journeys. Their diverse stories,
ranging from cultural adjustments
to academic excellence, created a
vibrant tapestry of shared
experiences.

A heartfelt thank you to our alumni
for their generous contributions,
making Dragon Wisdom a
memorable and enriching event for
all.

#onceadragonalwaysadragon
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Dragon wisdom photos
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BIS Dragon FIRST Tech Challenge Depok

Jakarta robotics competition

Lights, camera, STEAM! Science, technology, engineering, arts, and math
(STEAM) inspire big ideas, bold action – and creativity. Our skills make it
possible to create art and experiences that bring us together, entertain us, and
move us. During our 2023-2024 arts-inspired robotics season, FIRST® IN
SHOWSM presented by Qualcomm, we will celebrate the roles our STEM skills
play in the arts and design and build a world of endless possibilities.

It’s way more than building robots. FIRST Tech Challenge teams (up to 15 team
members, grades 7-12) are challenged to design, build, program, and operate
robots to compete in a head-to-head challenge in an alliance format. Guided by
teachers coaches, and mentors, students develop STEM skills and practice
engineering principles while realizing the value of hard work, innovation, and
working as a team. The robot kit is reusable from year to year and can be coded
using a variety of levels of Java-based programming. Teams design and build
robots, raise funds, design and market their team brand, and do community
outreach to earn specific awards. Participants are eligible to apply for $80M+ in
college scholarships. Each season concludes with regional championship events
and an exciting FIRST Championship.
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Over the past month, the BIS Dragons, the robotics team, prepared to participate
in the IFR Nusantara Regional robotics competition. Students had to design,
build, and program a robot for a specific task, presented every year at the
beginning of the season. This year, Indonesia organized its first official
tournament with 15 teams from Indonesia, Malaysia, and Kazakhstan. The robot
had to be pre-programmed for the first 30 seconds of the game, using sensors,
vision recognition, and elements of artificial intelligence - AI. This was not an
easy task, also, when we had less than 2 weeks to prepare for.

Despite the fact that we receive the robot parts very late in the season, and with
only two weeks before the break, students meet during the holidays and
continue to work and practice on the robot. We had some visitors from our local
community, and we would like to develop a partnership with them further.
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After the qualification games, our team ranked 6th out of 15 teams. This is a
great result for our team and school, especially since it is the first time we are
participating in this kind of event.

During the competition, students made new friends and new connections, and
they learned more about engineering and collaboration, as their alliance partner
from one game, later on, was their opposing alliance.

As the competition is more than robots, there is a judging element, at which
each team prepares an engineering notebook describing all the steps of their
journey, their design, building, and programming process, and any other relevant
information about the team and their journey to get there. We are honored to be
awarded the Connect Award.

Connect Award
Connecting the dots between community, FIRST, and the diversity of the
engineering world.
This judged award is given to the team that most connects with their local
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) community. A true FIRST
team is more than a sum of its parts and recognizes that engaging their local
STEM community plays an essential part in their success. The recipient of this
award is recognized for helping the community understand FIRST, the FIRST
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Tech Challenge, and the team itself. The team that wins the Connect Award
actively seeks and recruits engineers and explores the opportunities available in
the world of engineering, science, and technology. This team has a clear team
plan and has identified steps to achieve their goals.

We want to express our gratitude and appreciation to everyone who supported
us in this journey. We want to mention a few key people: Mr. Miller, Ms. Phinney,
Mr. Andy Jun Bautista, Mr. Joe Viloria, Ms. Lutfin, Ms. Indira, and Ms. Ari, and
some key students who went above and beyond to help our team like Timur and
Nour, and last but not least the BIS board of directors, Ms. Ayu, Mr. Sinaga and
Mr. Wisesa, who approved the budget for the team to purchase the necessary
materials and robot parts.

Now, in the grade 8 Design class, students have the opportunity to learn more
about robotics during their classes.
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Parent Workshop: MYP

Curriculum & Assessment
This workshop will introduce the concept-based, inquiry-driven MYP curriculum
framework used at BIS and will familiarize parents with why and how we assess
students using the MYP subject criteria.

If you are new to parenting a child in the MYP, please join us for a hands-on
exploration of MYP curriculum and assessment!
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Primary Newsletter
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IXL for Grades 3 - 5

Dear Parents,

We are excited to introduce you to IXL, an innovative online learning platform
designed to support your child's education. IXL offers a personalized and
engaging learning experience that aligns with our curriculum. With a vast array
of interactive exercises, real-time feedback, and comprehensive skill-building
resources, IXL helps reinforce classroom learning and fosters independent study
habits.

If you don’t have your child’s log in details yet, please contact your homeroom
teacher. Please keep all log ins safely somewhere at home.
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IXL is accessible from various devices, allowing your child to learn at their own
pace and convenience, whether at home or on the go.

We encourage you to explore IXL with your child and witness the benefits
firsthand. Together, we can empower them to excel academically and develop a
lifelong love for learning.

Best regards,
Nadia Demolder
PYP Coordinator
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Dear Primary School Families,

As we begin 2024, I wanted to take a moment to congratulate all of the
wonderful successes that our community has achieved so far in school year
2023/24..

It has been a wonderful journey exploring the world of knowledge as we reflect
on the first semester with your children through the Primary Years Programme
(PYP), and we are grateful for your ongoing support in fostering a love for
learning. As we move towards the second half of our academic year it is is a
wonderful time to build on the learner profile attribute of reflective.

I highly encourage you to take a moment to reflect on your own ideas and
experiences over the last six months. What accomplishments have you made,
what was challenging and what are your goals as we begin 2024.

As I reflect on the year so far, here are a few accomplishments:
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- Successful orientation of new families, students and teachers into the BIS
community

- Wonderful events organised by our PTA including the Holiday Fair and the
Meet the teachers evening

- Several student led initiatives such as Spirit Week, the Halloween Disco
and Movie nights

- Parent workshops on the PYP and on Social Emotional Learning
- Students taking action to make our school a better place though

reviewing playground essential agreements and purchasing playground
equipment

- Outstanding unit celebrations and assemblies celebrating student
learning

- Three Way conferences that fostered constructive communication between
teachers and families

- Students reflecting on feeling safe and cared for in our community

Areas that we will continue to work on are:
- Refining our communication process to enhance family involvement
- Increasing the use of our Toddle portfolio to document and share learning

more effectively with families
- Finding ways to increase parental involvement through workshops and

visiting classroom
- Balancing the wellbeing of our teachers and students with the high

expectations we have

Take time with your family this week to celebrate successes and identify goals
whether they are personal, social or academic.

Warm regards,

Nadia Demolder
PYP Coordinator
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Headlice Screening

Next Week
Dear BIS Parents,
A routine screening for head
lice and nits is planned for all
BIS Primary school students
and Grade 6 students next
week. Parents will be notified
if there is any follow up to be
done after the screening.

You may consult our school
nurse if you need guidance
on how to eradicate head

lice. If head lice are found, we will ask that you please keep your child home
until all the live lice and nits are removed. We will ask you to follow a
prescribed procedure given to you by the school nursing staff. When the children
return, the nurse will check them again before allowing them to return to
classes. This coordinated approach will help us to safeguard all BIS students.
If you do not wish for your child to be checked for head lice at school, please
contact the school nurse immediately. Please know that if this is the case, you
will need to make arrangements for a registered doctor to verify that your child
is free from head lice prior to attending classes.

If you need more information about head lice please contact the school nurse at
081 338 70 2000 or nurse@baliis.net

Warm regards,
Ibu Surya – School Nurse
Bali Island School
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Fun-filled Celebration at Preschool A Explores Emotions in Many Ways!

Before the end of semester 1, Preschool A threw a fantastic celebration all about

feelings and expressions. The little ones showcased their talents in art, words,

sounds, dance, facial expressions, and music, making it a joyful event for

everyone involved. Colourful artworks covered the walls, showing how the

students see different emotions. From happy smiles to thoughtful moments,

their paintings made the place lively and full of emotions. The students also

shared their emotions through simple words or phrases. It was amazing to see

how well they could express themselves using words, proving that even small

voices can say big things.The celebration had some singing and music

performances, bringing a lot of energy to the event. The little performers took

the stage, showing off their skills to follow the beats and making everyone tap

their feet. The students twirled and jumped, expressing all sorts of feelings

through their movements. It was a reminder that sometimes, you don't need

words to show how you feel. There was even a fun emotion charade show where

the students learned about emotions through facial expressions. From big grins

to surprised looks, their faces told stories without saying a word. Parents and

teachers praised the preschool for helping kids understand and express their

emotions in such a creative way. The celebration not only let the kids have fun

but also taught them the importance of knowing and sharing their feelings. As

the celebration wrapped up, the little ones got big applause for their fantastic

performances. The Preschool A Celebration was a special day that showed how

art and expression can help us understand and share our feelings, leaving

everyone with happy memories.
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Counselor Corner
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ACT & SAT Test Date & Deadline Registration

SAT Registration link

ACT Registration link

IDP Bali x Hult International Business School Coffee

Talk Event Invitation, Saturday 20th January 2024

It is with great pleasure that we invite BIS Students and Parents to our
upcoming Coffee Talk event with Hult International Business School on
Saturday, 20th January 2024, from 11.00 WITA - 15.00 WITA held at Starbucks
Reserve Dewata, Bali.

This event aims to give students valuable insights about studying business for
undergraduate degree both in the UK & in the USA. Student will be able get
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tailored support & personalised consultation from Hult International Business
school.

Here's a little profile about the university for your kind reference:

"Hult is recognized by business education’s three most prestigious international
accrediting bodies: The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB International), the Association of MBAs (AMBA), and EQUIS (The
European Quality Improvement System). They have several campuses across the
US & UK

Our programs are consistently ranked as among the best in the world by the
most renowned publications including the Financial Times, the Economist,
Forbes, and Bloomberg Businessweek." https://www.hult.edu/about/ (please
also see attached the brochure for undergraduate as per attached).

Since the university only offers Business related major, we will be honored to
host BIS students from grade 9 - 12 who have interest in business,
management, marketing, entrepreneurships and other areas relating to business
for their undergraduate degree.

Hult International Business School would love to have them around & have a
casual discussion about business as major, future career after getting a business
degree and most importantly about scholarships.

It would be very appreciated if you could confirm your participation by next
week, 17th January 2024 to shania.astika@idp.com

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require further information or if you
have any questions.
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Overseas Education Exhibition - Sunday, January 21st
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Contact
For previous issues of the newsletter click here.

Bali Island School
Jalan Danau Buyan IV No. 15
Sanur, Denpasar, Bali – 80228
Indonesia

+62 361 288770
info@baliis.net
+62 81236698461

Follow BIS
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